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1 . S This communication is responsive to Request for Continued Examination filed 26 February 2006 . 

2. The allowed claim(s) is/are 1-7.14-16. 1 8-1 9 and 22-55 . 
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3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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Paper No./Mail Date . 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Sean Wooden (Reg No. 43,997) on May 1, 2006. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

Claim 1 (currently amended): A method for providing a framework for document 
objects located on a network, the method comprising: 

creating one or more link directories for storing link relationships between 
document objects located on the network, wherein the one or more link relationships are 
separate from the document objects; 

creating a link relationship between a first document object located on the 
network and a second document object located on the network; 

assigning attributes describing the link relationship, wherein the attributes or 
references to the attributes are stored with the link relationship; 

using a unique identifier to retrieve the link relationships, wherein unique 
identifiers indicate locations of document objects on the network; and 

presenting the link relationship with one or more of the attributes describing the 
link relationship. 

Claim 28 (currently amended): A computer readable medium upon which is 
embedded instructions for carrying out a method for providing a framework for 
document objects located on a network, the method comprising: 
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creating one or more link directories for storing link relationships between 
document objects located on the network, wherein the one or more link relationships are 
separate from the document objects; 

maintaining one or more link directories for storing link relationships between 
document objects located on the network, wherein the one or more link directories are 
separate from the document objects; 

creating a link relationship between a first document object located on the 
network and a second document object located on the network; 

assigning attributes describing the link relationship, wherein the attributes are 
stored with the link relationship; 

using a unique identifier to retrieve the link relationships, wherein unique 
identifiers indicate locations of document objects on the network; and 

presenting the link relationship with one or more of the attributes describing the 
link relationship. 

Claim 29 (currently amended): A computer readable medium upon which is 
embedded instructions for carrying out a method for providing a framework for 
document objects located on a network, the method comprising: 

maintaining one or more link directories for storing a link relationship between 
document objects located on the network; 

creating a link relationship between a first document object located on the 
network and a second document object located on the network; 

assigning attributes describing the link relationship and the document objects 
related by the link relationship; 

defining one or more link relationship attributes describing the link 

relationships stored in the one or more link directories; and 

assigning one or more link relationship attributes to each link relationship, 

wherein the one or more assigned link relationship attributes describe the link 

relationship as determined by the 'user assigning the link relationship attributes; 

and 
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storing the link relationships with the attributes in the one or more link 
directories located on the network; and 

using a unique identifier to retrieve the link relationships, wherein unique 
identifiers indicate' locations of document objects on the network; and 

presenting the link relationship with one or more of the attributes describing the 
link relationship. 

Claim 50 (currently amended): A method for providing a framework for document 
objects located on a network, the method comprising: 

creating one or more link directories for storing link relationships between 
document objects located on the network, wherein the one or more link relationships are 
separate from the document objects; 

creating a link relationship between a first document object located on the 
network and a second document object located on the network; 

assigning attributes describing the link relationship, wherein the attributes are 
stored with the link relationship; 

presenting the link relationship with one or more of the attributes describing the 
link relationship. 

Claim 51 (new): The method of claim 1 wherein creating a link relationship 
comprises an end-user creating a link relationship. 

Claim 52 (new): The method of claim 1 wherein assigning attributes comprises 
an end-user assigning attributes. 

Claim 53 (new): The method of claim 1 wherein the link relationship includes 
information that can be used to retrieve the document objects. 

Claim 54 (new): The method of claim 1 further comprising retrieving a document 
object using the link relationship. 

Claim 55 (new): The method of claim 1 wherein presenting the link relationship 
comprises presenting a plurality of link relationships. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

2. In light of the examiner's amendments, claims 1-7, 14-16, 18-19, 22-55 are 
allowed. 

3. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The prior art 
neither teaches nor suggests to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
applicant's invention to create link relationships that allow for the assignment of 
attributes describing the link relationship. Further, it was neither known nor obvious to 
then present the link relationships with the assigned attributes. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kyle R. Stork whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
4130. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday (8:00-4:30). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Stephen Hong can be reached on (571) 272-4124. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 



Application/Control Number: 10/090,739 



Page 6 



Art Unit: 2178 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
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Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Kyle R Stork. 
Patent Examiner 
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